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Joshua chose to obey and serve God.

Scripture:

But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day
whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or
the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household,

we will serve the Lord." Joshua 24:15 (NLT)

Who can tell me what a hero is? A hero is someone who is courageous and brave. There
are heroes and heroines in the Bible. All of them are brave, courageous, and more, but
not always in the way you would expect. The hero in our Bible story today is Joshua.
What makes him a hero? He served God with his whole heart. Serving God with your
whole heart may not sound very heroic, but let’s look at the facts and see what you think
when you have heard the whole story!

God had chosen Moses to lead the Israelites into the promised land. Unfortunately,
Moses did not always obey what God told him to do. Because of this, God told Moses,
"Because you did not trust me enough to do what | told you to do, you will not be the one
to bring my people into the land | have given them." So, when it was time for the people
of Israel to go into the land God had promised, God took Moses up to a mountain to see
the Promised Land. He did this because He knew that Moses was about to die. Moses
knew this too, so he asked God to give the people of Israel a leader. God already had
someone in mind.

God knew that Joshua had the ability to be a wise leader, So God told Moses to put
Joshua in charge while everyone was watching. "Have him stand before the priest and
the entire assembly and commission him in their presence. Give him some of your
authority so the whole Israelite community will obey him." (Numbers 27:19-20) Moses
did what God told him to do. He presented Joshua to all of the people of Israel. Then
Eleazar the priest laid his hands on Joshua and commissioned him to lead the people.

After Moses died, God began to speak to Joshua. God’s first words to Joshua were a
reminder of what Joshua already believed about God. He said, "My servant Moses is
dead. Now then, | want you and all of these people to get ready to go across the Jordan
River. | want you to go into the land | am about to give the people of Israel." God told
Joshua that all of the land was theirs—just as he had promised. It was finally time! And



Joshua would lead the people into the land he trusted God was giving them forty years
before! As God talked with Joshua, He told him, "This is my command—be strong and
courageous! Do not be afraid or discouraged. For the Lord your God is with you
wherever you go." (Joshua 1:9) So, just as God gave the orders to Joshua, Joshua gave
the orders to the people. Joshua even encouraged the people as God had encouraged
him, "Just be strong and brave."

Joshua stood firm in his belief in God. He told the people, "But suppose you don't want
to serve God. Then choose for yourselves right now whom you will serve. You can
choose the gods your people served or you can choose the gods the Amorites serve.
After all, you are living in their land. But as for me and my family, we will serve the Lord."

This week, we need to be like Joshua. We need to be strong in our faith and obey what
God'’s word commands.

How can you show your faith this week? What heroes do you see acting as God
commands?

You are loved,

Ms. Shantelle






Craft: As for Me and My house, We will serve the Lord! Door Hanger: Color and hang on your
bedroom door to remind you of our lesson!

As for Me and My House, We will serve
the LORD!







